
W I L L K O M E N !

German Studies
Welche Kurse kann ich 2017-18 nehmen? Which courses can I take in 2017-18?

!  
Language Courses 
Join one of our 
communicative and 
student-centered 
language courses (101 
or 201 in the fall of ’17, 
102 or 202 in the spring 
of ’18) and learn 
German from native 
speakers. 

Ger 210 (Fall ’17) 
Review of German at an 
advanced level with a 
focus on contemporary 
topics! Learn debating, 
discussing, and writing 
through TV shows and 
internet activities. 4cr 
MWF 9:30-10:20am.  

Ger 211 (Fall ’17) 
Maintain your level of 
language competency 
with this two-credit 
conversation course. 
Meets once a week to 
listen to contemporary 
music, watch and 
discuss films, news 
events, politics, culture, 
etc. 2cr
T 2:00-2:50pm 

Ger 222 (Spr. ’18) 
Sex, Crime & the City: 
Investigate current 
ideas of German-
speaking societies 
through contemporary 
German fiction. Taught 
in German. Prerequ. 
Ger 202. 4cr MWF 
9:30-10:20am.

Ger 330 (Fall ’17) 
German Cinema: 
Masters of Deception or 
Attraction? This course 
offers an overview of 
cinema from the 
National Socialist 
period. Taught in 
English. 4cr TR 
3:30-6:00pm, incl. film 
screening. 

Ger 220 (Spr. ’18) 
German Cultural 
Studies: Collapsing 
Democracy 1918-1933. 
This course offers an in-
depth look at the culture 
of Germany’s Weimar 
Republic. Taught in 
English. 4cr.
TR 2:00-3:15pm.

German & 
Global 
Learning
“The sum of human wisdom is not 
contained in any one language.” Ezra 
Pound, ABC of Reading

“Die Grenzen meiner Sprache bedeuten 
die Grenzen meiner Welt. [The limits of 
my language form the limits of my 
world.]” Ludwig Wittgenstein, Austrian 
philosopher  
 
“Learning to speak another’s language 
means taking one’s place in the human 
community. It means reaching out to 
others across cultural and linguistic 
boundaries. Language … is culture in 
motion.” Sandra Savignon, Communica-
tive Competence  
 
Getting to Know Yourself Better 
Among the many benefits of learning a 
foreign language is a new view of yourself, 
your environment, and your ideas. Trying 
to find words to describe your emotions, to 

converse with friends and family makes 
you think about who you are and about 
the possibilities you have. 

The German Studies program at 
ASC strives to provide you with a 
motivating, communicative, and 
safe learning environment. Our 
faculty are international scholars 
with years of experience in lan-
guage teaching and Ph.D.s in the 
field of German and Austrian 
culture and history.  
 
Global Perspectives Need Local 
Knowledge  
Studying the languages and cul-
tures of German-speaking coun-
tries also means diving into some 
of our times’ most complex social 
and historical issues. Germany 
today is a country where com-
munities with different cultural, 
historical, religious, and racial 
backgrounds meet. The German-
speaking countries are laborato-
ries for the negotiation of identi-
ties and the construction of polit-
ical and legal frameworks for 
productive global collaboration 
and cohabitation.

Numerous programs by the Ger-
man government’s academic ex-
change service (DAAD) help our 
students to spend time in Ger-
man-speaking countries. Over the 
past  several semesters, several of 
our students studied in Austria 
and Germany and an ASC gradu-
ate won a prestigious Fulbright 
Fellowship to Austria.

More than 300 German companies 
have offices in the Atlanta metro 
region, providing ample opportu-
nities for internships, study-re-
search programs, and excursions. 
German Studies is an ideal pro-
gram to satisfy SUMMIT’s Glob-
al/Leadership Specializations and 
acquire the linguistic and intercul-

tural fluency beyond the ASC 
language requirement that will 
make you globally competitive.

Interested? Please do not hesitate 
to e-mail Prof. Gundolf Graml, 
Dir. of German Studies 
(ggraml@agnesscott.edu). Or 
simply take the online placement 
test by going to this website: 
http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?
acct=agnesscott (the password is 
“password”). We look forward to 
seeing you in one of our courses! 
Auf Wiedersehen!

P.S.: Check out the comments by 
current and former students on 
our blog: https://agness-
cottgerman.wordpress.-
com. 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In May 2018, ASC’s German 
students will have another 

opportunity to participate in 
a two-week trip through 

Germany. Mark your calen-
dars for Ger 200, advertising 
will begin soon! German 220 

will be co-requisite!

mailto:ggraml@agnesscott.edu
http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=agnesscott
https://agnesscottgerman.wordpress.com


W I L L K O M E N !

German 210: German Composition & 
Conversation (Fall 2017) 

This genre-based language and cul-
ture course will allow you to deepen 
your listening, reading, writing, and 
speaking abilities in German. Through 
writing activities, oral presentations as 
well as video projects on contempo-
rary topics students will work to-
wards the ideal proficiency level for 
studying abroad and applying for 
internships and fellowships with 
German academic institutions and 
companies.  
Fall 2017, MWF 9:30am-10:20am. 
SUMMIT Global Elective. Pre-requi-
site: Ger 202 or permission. 

German 222: Introduction to German 
Literature (Spring 2018) 

Sex, Crime & the City. In this course 
students will read and discuss a sam-
pling of contemporary detectve short 
fiction and novellas. Germany’s liter-
ary scene has recently become en-
riched by a series of regional and eth-
nic detective fiction, allowing us to 
use these entertaining and captivating 
texts to discuss themes ranging from 
migration to women’s roles and envi-
ronmental pollution. Where possible, 
we will compare readings with film 
versions. This course is ideally suited 
for students who have completed Ger 
202 or have placed into any course 
above Ger 202.  
Spring 2018, MWF 9:30-10:20am. Pre-
requisite Ger 202 or permission. 
Global Learning Elective.  

German 200: Global Study Tour Con-
temporary Germany (Spring 2018) 

Pending approval 
by the college, the 
German Studies 
Program will offer 
its 7th faculty-led 
study abroad tour. 
Preliminary travel 
time will be the 
second half of 

May, the two weeks following com-
mencement. This global study tour 
will feature highlights of contempo-
rary German culture, German history 
and politics, and also offer unique 
contacts that promote women’s lead-
ership, such as the organisation EAF 
Berlin: Diversity in Leadership. Priori-
ty of enrollment will be given to Ger-
man majors, minors, and students in 
German language courses.  
Spring 2018, R 7-8pm. SUMMIT 
Global Experience. 2 credits. Co- 
requisite Ger 220 or permission of 
instructor.

SPECIAL TWO-COURSE        
SERIES: “THE CULTURAL CON-
TEXT OF DEMOCRACTIC COL-
LAPSE: THE CASE OF GERMANY.”  
What role does culture play in the 
collapse of democratic societies? What 
happens when entertainment and 
politics become conflated? These have 
recently become dominant questions 
in the US context.  
This special 2-course sequence pro-
vides students with an opportunity to 
study the cultural context of authori-
tarian politics. Taught in English, open 
for first-year students, and ideally 
suited for the Global Specialization! 
(Courses can also be taken separately.)  

German 330: Film: Entertaining the 
Nazis? (Fall 2017) 

Were they Masters of Deception or At-
traction?  
The Nazi regime is often described as 
the first modern regime that used 
entertainment media to disseminate 
authoritarian ideas. The term “Nazi 
cinema” usually evokes notorious 
political propaganda films such as 
Leni Riefenstahl’s Triumph of the Will 
and Veit Harlan’s insidious anti-
semitic drama Jew Süss.

 
Yet the majority of films pro-

duced under National Socialism 
were approximately 1,200 feature-

length movies. How are we to under-
stand the role of these films as part of 
a fascist regime? What is the connec-
tion between entertainment and au-
thoritarian politics? By watching a 
series of films from that period and 
discussing current scholarly ap-
proaches we will explore possible 
answers to these questions. (Part of a 
two-semester series of German Stud-
ies courses titled “The Cultural Con-
text of Democratic Collapse: The 
Case of Germany,” see Ger 220).  
Fall 2017, TR 3:30-6:00pm (includes 
film screenings). In English. Cross-
listed with Film & Media Studies. 
Satisfies GLALA/Summit & Hu-
manities. No prereqs. Open for first-
year students.  

German 220: Intro to German Cul-
tural Studies: (Spring 2018)

Weimar Germany and its Collapsing 
Democracy.  
Marking the centennial of the end of 
World War I, this course provides an 
overview of the cultural and histori-
cal developments of the first democ-
ratic German republic and its even-
tual collapse.  
Films such as the classic Dracula-
version Nosferatu (1922), the proto-
typical science-fiction movie Me-
tropolis (1927), and the urban crime 
thriller M-A City is Looking for a Mur-
derer (1931) frame our discussion of 
war trauma (“shellshock cinema”) 
and Berlin’s rapid “Americanization” 
of that time. Literary texts like The 
Artificial Silk Girl will form the basis 
for discussions of Weimar’s signifi-
cant gender and sexual revolution. 
Along the way students will become 
familiar with interdisciplinary re-
search practices in German Studies 
and learn how to analyze films, read 
and interpret different literary gen-
res, discuss visual art and music in 
historical context, and explore poten-
tial research questions for further 
exploration.
Spring 2018, MW 2:00-3:15pm. 
Taught in English. Global Learning 
Elective. No prereqs. Open for first-
year students. This course is a co-
requisite for Ger 200, Global Study 
Tour.
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German Cultural Studies
offers a broad range of courses suited for interdisciplinary majors, minors, and 
for SUMMIT specializations. Here are some examples for 2017-18:


