
W I L L K O M E N !

German Studies
Welche Kurse kann ich 2015-16 nehmen? Which Courses Can I take in 2015-16?

!  
Language Courses 
Join one of our 
communicative and 
student-centered 
language courses (101 
or 201 in the fall of ’15, 
102 or 202 in the spring 
of ’16) and learn 
German from native 
speakers. 

German 324 (Fall ’15) 
Review of German at an 
advanced level! Learn to 
debate and write with 
the help of current 
material taken from 
German-speaking TV 
and the internet. MWF 
8:30-9:20am.  

German 211 (Fall ’15) 
This two-credit 
conversation course will 
help you to maintain 
your level of language 
competency. Meets once 
a week to listen to 
contemporary music, 
watch and discuss films, 
news events, politics, 
culture, etc. T 
2:00-2:50pm 

German 200 (Fall ’15) 
An introduction to 
interdisciplinary 
research in German 
Cultural Studies with a 
focus on Austrian 
history from the end of 
the Habsburg monarchy 
to the Second Republic 
and. TR 8:30-9:45am. 
In English.

German 330 (Spr. ’16) 
Contemporary German-
speaking cinema. 
Focuses on feature films 
& documentaries 
addressing global 
environmental issues. 
Cross-listed with Film 
Studies Minor. Days/
times MW 2-3:15pm, 
Film lab M 6-8pm.

German 360 (Spr. ’16) 
Advanced German 
literature. Explore a 
particular author and/or 
literary period. 
Prerequisite: German 
222 or permission by 
Professor. Days/times 
TBA.

Studying 
German
“The sum of human wisdom is not 
contained in any one language.” Ezra 
Pound, ABC of Reading

“Die Grenzen meiner Sprache bedeuten 
die Grenzen meiner Welt. [The limits of 
my language form the limits of my 
world.]” Ludwig Wittgenstein, Austrian 
philosopher  
 
“Learning to speak another’s language 
means taking one’s place in the human 
community. It means reaching out to 
others across cultural and linguistic 
boundaries. Language … is culture in 
motion.” Sandra Savignon, Communica-
tive Competence

Whatever YOUR motivation might be-
-do not let your four years at ASC go 
by without learning at least one for-
eign language.  
 
Getting to Know Yourself Better  
Among the many benefits of learning 

a foreign language is a new view of 
yourself, your environment, and your 
ideas. Trying to find words to describe 
your emotions, to converse with 
friends and family makes you think 
about who you are and about the 
possibilities you have. 

The German Studies program at ASC 
strives to provide you with a motivat-
ing, communicative, and safe learning 
environment. Our faculty are highly 
experienced scholars with years of 
experience in language teaching and 
Ph.D.s in the field of German and 
Austrian culture and history.  
 
We use contemporary textbooks and a 
variety of online, multimedia collec-
tions to facilitate your learning and to 
offer you ample opportunity for prac-
ticing your listening, speaking, read-
ing, and writing skills.  
 
Becoming a Successful Global Citi-
zen 
Studying the languages and cultures 
of German-speaking countries also 
means diving into some of our times’ 
most complex social and historical 
issues. Germany today is a country 
where large groups with different 

cultural, historical, religious, and 
racial backgrounds meet, making it a 
laboratory for the negotiation of iden-
tities and the construction of political 
and legal frameworks for productive 
global collaboration and cohabitation.

Numerous programs by the German 
government’s academic exchange 
service (DAAD) and the generous 
support of private foundations help 
our students to spend time in Ger-
man-speaking countries. This past 
semester, several of ASC’s German 
students studied in Austria and Ger-
many, an ASC graduate won a presti-
gious Fulbright Fellowship to Austria.

More than one hundred German com-
panies have offices in the Atlanta 
metro region, providing ample oppor-

tunities for internships, study-research 
programs, and excursions. Agnes Scott 
College plans to strengthen its com-
mitment to a global education for its 
students. Individual research awards, 
more opportunities for undergraduate 
research, and more interdisciplinary 
offerings are important elements in 
this plan.

Interested? Please do not hesitate to e-
mail Prof. Gundolf Graml, Director of 
German Studies (ggraml@agnesscot-
t.edu) for further information. Or 
simply take the online placement test 
by going to this website: http://web-
cape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=agnesscott 
(the password is “password”).

We look forward to seeing you in one 
of our courses! Auf Wiedersehen!  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In 2012, ASC’s German stu-
dents met with German 
lawmakers in the Berlin 
Reichstag during a two-

week trip through Germany.

mailto:ggraml@agnesscott.edu
http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=agnesscott


W I L L K O M E N !

German 200:  
Intro to German Cultural Studies 

Austrian history and culture will pro-
vide the framework for this course. A 
century ago, the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire began to dissolve in the battles 
of World War I; seventy years ago, the 
second democratic Austrian Republic 
was founded after the country was 
liberated from National Socialism. 
Literary texts from Karl Kraus’ Last 
Days of Humanity to Elfriede Jelinek’s 
Children of the Dead, films from Hofrat 
Geiger to Suzie Washington as well as 
architectural, musical, and artistic 
documents will be discussed in this 
course, which will also feature guest 
speakers and take advantage of an 
Austrian-themed exhibition at At-
lanta’s High Museum. 

This course will familiarize students 
with current trends in German Studies 
and help them to design their own 
research projects in a humanities and 
cultural studies environment. Stu-
dents will learn how to analyze films, 
read and interpret different types of 
texts, study visual art and music in 
historical context, conduct interviews, 
and develop meaningful research 
questions. First-year students are en-
couraged to enroll.

Fall 2015, TR 8:30-9:45am (in English; 
no prerequisites)  

German 324:  
Advanced German Language 

Speaking and writing a foreign lan-
guage at an advanced level are re-
quired skills for today’s global citi-
zens. German 324 will help you to 
build on the reading, speaking, and 
writing skills acquired in previous 
language courses, and to expand your 
knowledge of German language and 
culture in different genres and to dif-
ferent areas.  
 
Fall 2015, MWF 8:30am-9:20am (in 
German; prerequisite Ger 202 or 
permission of program director).

German 203: ASC in Germany: Inter-
secting Worlds in 21st Century Ger-
many (Study Abroad Trip) 

In May 2016,, a group of ASC students 
will have the opportunity to experi-
ence German history and culture first-
hand. This course will prepare you for 
the study abroad program, help you 
select appropriate projects for the 
program, and introduce you to the 
main sites, cities, and regions we will 
visit. For information about past pro-
grams visit http://agnesscottger-
man.wordpress.com  
 
 
Spring 2016, TBD. 2 credits. By appli-
cation. Look for announcement early 
during the fall semester.  

German 360: 
Advanced German Literature 

Reading literature in a foreign lan-
guage means exploring new worlds. 
In this course you have the opportuni-
ty to engage with texts by contempo-
rary authors, immerse yourself in a 
specific literary genre, or discuss how 
particular literary texts address specif-
ic socio-cultural realities in the Ger-
man-speaking cultures and countries. 
Topics may include German fairy 
tales; crime novels in German-speak-
ing countries; texts by Turkish-Ger-
man authors; books by women au-
thors.

Whenever the texts provide the oppor-
tunity, you will be able to review par-
ticular writing and grammar ques-
tions as well as general linguistic top-
ics. You will continue to develop your 
reading and writing competencies in 
this course. Additionally, this course 
offers you an opportunity to expand 
your literary studies toolkit in Ger-
man.

This course builds on German 222, but 
students who successfully passed 
German 210 are encouraged to ask for 
permission of program director to 
attend.  
Spring 2016, MWF 8:30am-9:20am. 
Prerequisites: German 222 or permis-
sion of program director. 

German 330 Film:  
Global Environmental Issues in Ger-
man Cinema 

In this course you will have the oppor-
tunity to watch and discuss a range of 
German, Austrian, and Swiss feature 
films and documentaries focusing on 
environmental issues. Whether it is 
the problem of plastics polluting the 
world’s oceans that is discussed in 

Plastic Planet, the sus-
tainability of energy 
production thematized 
in Fourth Revolution, or 
the question of what to 
do with our waste as it 
is addressed in Müll im 
Garten Eden (Waste in 

the Garden of Eden)—German speaking 
cinema has become a crucial venue for 
investigating this global problem. 

While the analysis of cinematic styles 
and techniques plays an important 
role, the course is designed as an in-
terdisciplinary seminar and will try to 
integrate perspectives from natural 
science disciplines. Students from 
physics, biology, environmental stud-
ies, political science, and international 
relations are encouraged to attend and 
contribute their expertise. 

Spring 2016, MW 2:00-3:15pm; Film 
Lab M 8:00-10:00pm (in English; 
cross-listed with Film Studies).
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German Cultural Studies
Agnes Scott offers a broad range of courses suited for interdisciplinary majors or 
minors. Here are four examples for 2015-16.

http://agnesscottgerman.wordpress.com

