
German Studies
Welche Kurse kann ich 2013-14 nehmen? Which Courses Can I take in 2013-14?
	 Highlights from the Offerings of German Studies Fall and Spring 2013-14	

Language Courses
Join one of our 
communicative and 
student-centered 
language courses (101 
or 201 in the fall of ’11, 
102 or 202 in the spring 
of ’12) and learn 
German from native 
speakers. 

German 200 (Fall ’13)
Students learn about 
interdisciplinary 
research in German 
Studies and prepare 
research projects and 
grant applications. In 
English! Open for all 
students, no prereqs!

German 330 (Spr. ’14)
Offers an introduction 
to German cinema by 
discussing films of the 
National Socialist era. 
Cross-listed with Film 
Studies. Taught in 
English. No prereqs.

German 324 (Fall ’13)
Advanced language and 
culture course in which 
students read, write, 
and debate about 
contemporary topics, 
from green politics to 
immigration. In 
German.

German 351 (Spr. ’14)
Contemporary German 
Life and Thought 
familiarizes students 
with current German 
debates on politics, 
society, and culture. In 
German.

German 340 (Spr. ’14)
Course offers an 
overview of the history, 
literature, and culture 
of Afro-Germans, from 
the 18th to the 21st 
centuries. Hybrid 
online course in 
English. Open for all 
students, no prereqs!

Success with 
German!
“The sum of human wisdom is not contained in any one 
language.” Ezra Pound, ABC of Reading

“Die Sprache eines Volkes ist seine Seele. [The language 
of a people is its soul.]” Fichte, German philosopher

“Learning to speak another’s language means taking 
one’s place in the human community. It means reaching 
out to others across cultural and linguistic boundaries. 
Language is far more than a system to be explained. It is 
our most important link to the world around us. Lan-
guage is culture in motion. It is people interacting with 
people.” Sandra Savignon, Communicative Competence

Congratulations--this past year you have made a 
huge step forward towards completing the language 
requirement and becoming proficient in the German 
language and culture.

Becoming a Successful Global Citizen

The ASC language requirement is an important step 
towards becoming a competitive participant in to-
day’s interconnected world. But language learning 
takes time, and in four semesters learners usually 
achieve an “intermediate-level” of proficiency, 

which is appropriate for everyday conversations but 
does not yet help you in professional, scholarly, and 
academic settings. 

In the German Studies program we offer you a set of 
upper-level courses aimed at deepening your un-
derstanding of German language, history, and cul-
ture. At the same time, these courses highlight the 
many interdisciplinary connections that are possible 
in German Studies: The course descriptions empha-
size the links history/art history, film studies, lin-
guistics, anthropology/ethnography, and sociology 
to name only a few. Check out the cross-listing op-
portunities and apply your German skills!

In 2012, ASC’s German students met with 
German lawmakers in the Berlin Reichstag 
during a two-week trip through Germany.

Studying Abroad; Internships; Career 
Options

Agnes Scott College plans to strengthen its 
commitment to a global education for its students. 
Individual research awards, more opportunities for 
undergraduate research, and more interdisciplinary 
offerings are important elements in this plan. As a 
student who has already taken German language 
and culture courses, you are in a unique position to 
use your undergraduate research funds for studying 
abroad and/or for directed studies projects at ASC. 
(We encourage projects with an interdisciplinary 
angle, and you are welcome to work with German 
topics and sources but write your final thesis in 
English!) 

Numerous programs by the German government’s 
academic exchange service (DAAD) and the 
generous support of private donors and foundations 
might provide additional funding (see for instance 
the RISE fellowship and the DAAD’s German 
Studies Research Grant for undergraduate 
students!) 

We look forward to seeing you in our courses. 
Please consult the course descriptions on the back 
and online and do not hesitate to e-mail Prof. 
Gundolf Graml, Director of German Studies 
(ggraml@agnesscott.edu) for further information. 

Alles Gute! Auf Wiedersehen! Gundolf Graml

W I L L K O M E N !
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German 200: 
Intro to German Cultural Studies

Conducting research in another cul-
ture is one of the most exciting and 
rewarding activities. This course will 
familiarize students with current 
trends in German Studies and help 
them to design their own research 
projects in a humanities and cultural 
studies environment. Students will 
learn how to analyze films, read and 
interpret different types of texts, study 
visual art and music in historical con-
text, conduct interviews, and develop 
meaningful research questions. 

We will watch and discuss films such 
as F.W. Murnau’s Nosferatu (1922), 
Fritz Lang’s Metropolis (1927) and M -- 
A City is Looking for a Murderer (1931), 
and read literary texts such as Irmgard 
Keun’s The Artificial Silk Girl. We will 
also engage with the most current 
interdisciplinary studies of Germany’s 
historical and cultural development 
over the last two centuries, ranging 
from a discussion of cinema as a 
symptom of war trauma to the analy-
sis of National Socialism’s environ-
mentalist and conservationist prac-
tices. Where applicable, guest speak-
ers and excursions will enrich the 
learning experience. 

Fall 2013, MW 2:00-3:15pm (in Eng-
lish; no prerequisites) 

German 324: 
Advanced German Language

Speaking and writing a foreign lan-
guage at an advanced level are re-
quired skills for today’s global citi-
zens. German 324 will help you to 
build on the reading, speaking, and 
writing skills acquired in previous 
language courses, and to expand your 
knowledge of German language and 
culture in different genres and to dif-
ferent areas. 
Fall 2013, MWF 8:30am-9:20am (in 
German; prerequisite Ger 202 or 
permission of program director).

German 351: Contemporary German 
Life & Thought: Women in Germany

With Germany being the largest Euro-
pean country whose prime minister is 
a woman, what is the role of women 
in German politics and culture today? 
What are the debates around women 
in the workforce and in the family?To 
address these questions, students will 
trace the rapid changes German 
women experienced: From a feudal 
system to Germany’s first democratic 
republic, from the Nazi dictatorship to 
the West and East German models, 
and on to a reunited Germany. 

Spring 2014, MWF 8:30-9:20am (in 
German; prerequisite German 202 or 
permission of program director.)

German 340:
Afro-German History and Culture

The idea of black German citizens still 
sounds strange to many Germans. 
This course will provide an overview 
over the history of black people in 
Germany from the 18th to the 20th 
centuries. We will study the many 
contributions black people made to 
German history, culture, and society 
as well as investigate the discrimina-
tion, rejection, and persecution they 
have experienced. We will take a close 
look at the history of German coloni-
zation in Africa, at the reaction of 
white Germans to so-called “mixed-
race” children born after World War I, 
at the discrimination and murder of 
black Germans during the Nazi pe-
riod, and at the development of an 
Afro-German identity over the last 
couple of decades. To this end we will 
read and discuss literary and scholarly 
texts, watch films, and analyze the 
lyrics of Afro-German rap songs. In 
addition, students will collaborate on 
a research project that involves record-
ing the experience of black people in 
the Atlanta area that have a connec-
tion to Germany. (Cross-listed with 
Africana Studies.)

Fall 2013, MW 3:30pm-4:45pm (taught 
in English and as a hybrid online 
course. All students welcome.).

German 330 Film: 
Entertaining the Nazis?

The Nazi regime is often described as 
the first modern media empire. The 
regime’s almost total economic and 
political control of print media, radio, 
and cinema leave little room to inter-
pret this media landscape as anything 
other than a gigantic propaganda 
machines. Indeed, the term “Nazi 
cinema” usually evokes titles such as 
Leni Riefenstahl’s notorious Triumph of 
the Will and Veit Harlan’s insidious 
antisemitic drama Jew Süss. 

But what about the rest of the ap-
proximately 1,200 feature-length films 
produced during the Nazi-era? How 
are we to understand and read these 
films? What does the term Nazi cin-
ema actually reveal? What is the role 
and function of film in a totalitarian 
regime? What kind of contextual read-
ing and analysis is necessary to under-
stand film production and reception 
during this period? By watching a 
series of more and lesser known films 
from the ear and by engaging with 
current scholarly discussions of these 
films, this course will explore possible 
answers to these questions.

Spring 2014, MW 2:00-3:15pm; Film 
Lab M 8:00-10:00pm (in English; 
cross-listed with Film Studies).

G E R M A N  S T U D I E S
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German Cultural Studies
Agnes Scott offers a broad range of courses that allow you to develop an inter-
disciplinary major or minor. Here are four examples for 2013-14.


