
German 360 German Literature and Film of 
Turkish Migration (Prerequisite GRM 222) 

 
With Germany having finally labelled itself a country of immigration at the beginning of the 21st 
century, what does the literature of and about the largest minority population in Germany look 
like? What knowledge and cultural capital does it hold and impart about life today?  
 
Labels and concepts, such as “guest worker literature,” “minority literature,” “literature of 
im/migration” or  “the diaspora” appeared in the 1980s and 1990s. But since then, a third and 
fourth generation of Germans of Turkish descent have started writing poetically in German. 
Furthermore, since German reunification, the world has not only shifted from a Cold War order 
of ideological division to one determined by the economic rationales of a European Union and 
globalization, but also to one forced to envision new concepts and politics of multiculturalism 
and immigration.  How have these historical changes affected not only the literature written in 
the second millennium, but also the literary theories about this new brand of German literature? 
  
Have you ever wondered ... 
 

• what kind of topics Turkish “guestworkers” and their children wrote about? 
• whether their literature was/is critical of Germany, of certain political discussions, 

such as the headscarves debates?  
• whether this literature can be associated with a certain identity politics? 
• whether this literature incorporates Turkish vocabulary, Turkish metaphors, Turkish 

fables, or philosophy? 
• what aesthetic innovations this literature contributes? 
• whether religion influences this art, especially after 2001? 
• what the films by Turkish-German directors are about? 

 
 

Join US and find out! 
 
 
 

At the center of our course will be the following four novels and films: 
 

Aras Ören, Bitte nix Polizei (1981) 
Emine Özdamar, Mutterzunge (1990) 
Jakob Arjouni, Happy Birthday Türke (1996) 
Yadé Kara, Selam Berlin (2003) 
 
 Fatih Akin. Gegen die Wand (2004) 
 Fatih Akin. Auf der anderen Seite (2007) 
 Feo Aladag. Die Fremde (2010) 
 Yasemin Samdereli. Alemanya (2011 


