
German Studies
Welche Kurse kann ich 2011-12 nehmen?
	 Highlights from the Offerings of German Studies 2011-12	

Language Courses
Join one of our 
communicative and 
student-centered 
language courses (101 
or 201 in the fall of ’11, 
102 or 202 in the spring 
of ’12) and learn 
German from native 
speakers. 

German 200
The Weimar Republic, 
Germany’s first 
democratic state from 
1918 to 1933, is the 
topic of this exploration 
of cultural, historical, 
and literary aspects. 
Taught in English! 

German 211
This two-credit 
conversation course will 
help you to maintain 
your level of language 
competency. Meets once 
a week to discuss films, 
news events, politics, 
culture, etc.

German 210
Composition and 
Conversation course in 
which students discuss 
and write about 
contemporary topics, 
from green politics to 
immigration.

German 222
Introduction to German 
literature. Reading and 
discussion of literary 
works from three 
centuries. 

German 330
Offers an introduction 
to German Film by 
discussing the films of 
the National Socialist 
era. Cross-listed with 
Film Studies. In 
English.

Why Learn 
German?
“The sum of human wisdom is not contained in any one 
language.” Ezra Pound, ABC of Reading

“Die Sprache eines Volkes ist seine Seele. [The language 
of a people is its soul.]” Fichte, German philosopher

“Learning to speak another’s language means taking 
one’s place in the human community. It means reaching 
out to others across cultural and linguistic boundaries. 
Language is far more than a system to be explained. It is 
our most important link to the world around us. Lan-
guage is culture in motion. It is people interacting with 
people.” Sandra Savignon, Communicative Competence

Whatever YOUR motivation might be--do not let 
your four years at ASC go by without learning at 
least one foreign language. 

Getting to Know Yourself Better

Among the many benefits of learning a foreign lan-
guage is a new view of yourself, your environment, 
and your ideas. Trying to find words to describe 

your emotions, to converse with friends and family 
makes you think about who you are and about the 
possibilities you have.

In 2009, ASC’s German students met with 
German lawmakers in the Berlin Reichstag 
during a two-week trip through Germany.

In the German Studies program at ASC, we strive to 
provide you with a fun, communicative, and safe 
learning environment to explore German in all its 
aspects. Our faculty are highly experienced scholars 
with years of experience in language teaching and 
Ph.D.s in the field of German and Austrian culture. 
We use contemporary textbooks and a variety of 
online, multimedia collections to facilitate your 
learning and to offer you ample opportunity for 

practicing your listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills. 

Studying Abroad; Internships; Career 
Options

Numerous programs by the German government’s 
academic exchange service (DAAD) and the gener-
ous support of private donors and foundations help 
our students to spend time in German-speaking 
countries. This past semester, several of ASC’s Ger-
man students studied in Austria and Germany, and 
two ASC students were awarded a fully-paid sum-
mer internship in Germany.

The headquarters and/or branch offices of more 
than one hundred German companies are located in 
the Atlanta metro region, providing ample opportu-
nities for internships, study-research programs, and 
excursions.

Interested? Please do not hesitate to e-mail Prof. 
Gundolf Graml, Director of German Studies 
(ggraml@agnesscott.edu) for further information. Or 
simply take the online placement test by going to 
this website: 
http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/?acct=agnesscott (the 
password is “password”).

Best wishes for your time at Agnes Scott! Auf 
Wiedersehen! Gundolf Graml

W I L L K O M E N !
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German 200: 
Intro to German Studies: Weimar

The Weimar Republic, lasted only 
from 1918 to 1933, but its impact on 
German culture can be traced up until 
today. We will take a close look at the 
period by engaging with the literature, 
art, music, and films of Weimar Ger-
many and students will get a chance 
to study the origins of artistic and 
intellectual trends that inform the arts, 
politics, and academia up to this day. 
The course offers students an oppor-
tunity to gain insight into the field of 
German studies. You will learn how to 
analyze a film, how to read and inter-
pret different types of texts, how to 
study visual art and music in histori-
cal context. 

Among the films we will watch are 
Nosferatu -- A Symphony of Horror 
(1922) by Dir. F.W. Murnau; Metropolis 
(1927) and M -- A City is Looking for a 
Murderer (1931) by Dir. Fritz Lang.  
German 200 is taught in English and 
open to all students. It counts towards 
the German major/minor and will be 
an opportunity to begin thinking 
about senior research projects, study 
abroad trips that include the use of 
Agnes Advantage funds. 

Fall 2011, MW 2:00-3:15pm (in Eng-
lish!)

German 222: 
Introduction to Literature

What you have always wanted to 
know about German Literature and 
never dared to ask…

• How did German audiences in the 
18th century react to a play that 
tried to find commonalities between 
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam?

• What was the literary original of the 
musical Spring Awakening and why 
was it considered scandalous?

• Why is a German anti-war play 
from the 1930s still so popular that 
Meryl Streep, Kevin Kline, and 
Tony Kushner collaborated to stage 
the play and make the 2008 docu-
mentary Theater of War?

• Does the novel Blaupause/Blueprint 
depict human cloning positively or 
negatively? And is the film version 
with Lola Run-actress, Franka Po-
tente, true to its original?

Lessing’s Nathan der Weise (1779), F. 
Wedekind’s Frühlingserwachen (1891), 
B. Brecht’s Mutter Courage (1941), C. 
Kerner’s Blaupause (1999), and J. Zeh’s 
Corpus Delicti (2007) will help us to 
discuss these matters. 

Fall 2011, MWF 10:30am-11:20am (in 
German; prerequisite Ger 202 or 
permission of program director).

German 330: 
Film: Entertaining the Nazis?

The Nazi-regime is often described as 
the first modern media empire of the 
20th century. The regime’s almost total 
economic and political control of print 
media, radio, and cinema leave little 
room to interpret this media landscape 
as anything other than a gigantic 
propaganda machine. Thus, the term 
“Nazi-cinema” evokes titles such as 
the notorious Triumph of the Will by 
Leni Riefenstahl and the insidious Jew 
Süss by Veit Harlan, films that evi-
dence the Nazis’ murderous racism. 

But what about the rest of the ap-
proximately 1,200 feature-length films 
produced during the Nazi-era? How 
are we to understand and read these 
films? What does the term Nazi cin-
ema actually reveal? What is the role 
and function of film in a totalitarian 
regime? What kind of contextual read-
ing and analysis is necessary to under-
stand film production and reception 
during this historical period? This 
course will explore possible answers 
to these questions.

Spring 2012, MW 2:00pm-3:15pm; 
Film Lab M 8:00-10:00pm (in English; 
crosslisted with Film Studies).

German 360:
Advanced German Literature

Immigration has become one of the 
hot topics in Germany recently, al-
though West Germany has invited 
“guest workers” to come and help the 
“economic miracle” since the 1950s. 

After a brief historical component 
tracing the history of guest workers, 
this course will concentrate on the 
literary discussion that has played out 
in novels of various genres, such as 
documentary fiction, detective novels, 
and fairy tales. 

Selected works include Günther Wall-
raff’s Ganz unten; Jakob Arjouni’s 
Happy Birthday, Türke; Özdamar’s 
Mutterzunge, and Yadé Kara’s Selam 
Berlin. 

As the current discussion on immigra-
tion moves fast, the final segment of 
the course will be dedicated to analyz-
ing newspaper coverage of the topic. 
If possible, guest speakers and films 
such as Fatih Akin’s Gegen die Wand 
and At the Edge of Heaven will enrich 
the literary exploration of this topic. 

Spring 2012, MWF 9:30am-10:20am 
(in German; prerequisite German 202 
or permission of program director).

G E R M A N  S T U D I E S
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German Cultural Studies
Agnes Scott offers a broad range of courses that allow you to develop an inter-
disciplinary major or minor. Here are four examples for 2011-12.


